February 2016
EVENTS
February 1st22nd | Scottish Country Dancing Mini
Course
Interested in getting a taste of Scottish country dancing without a longterm commitment?
Looking for an opportunity to review the basics? Sign up for the RSCDS Twin Cities Branch's
Scottish country dance minicourse! The class runs Monday nights from 7:30 to
9:30pm, February 1st through the 22nd at Tapestry Folkdance Center in south Minneapolis
and will be taught by Chandi McCracken. During the 4week course, you will be introduced
to the basic steps and formations used in Scottish country dancing and learn a number of
easy and "classic" dances. For more details and registration info, see http://www.rscds
twincities.org/minicourse.html

February 4 | Willow Brae
Willow Brae (Andrea Stern, harp & Laura MacKenzie, winds) perform "The Magic of Celtic
Music”. Free and open to all. (7:00  8:00 pm)
Thursday, February 4 at 7:00 PM
Prior Lake Library, 16210 Eagle Creek Ave SE, Prior Lake, MN

February 5 | The Annual Scottish Island Concert
Hey Islanders, it's that time again! Warm up a cold winter's night on Eilean Dubh, February
5th  join Sherry Ladig and friends as they present the 14th annual (we think) concert of
Scottish stories, music and the scrumptious tea at the interval. The Scottish Island (like
Brigadoon) is a rare sighting and a welcome event on the first Friday in February! This year
Scottish Island author Audrey McClellan and Sherry Ladig's band Dunquin are joined by
guest musician Anna Roberts on cello. Enjoy the best of Scottish music and stories, become
an "islander" for the night, and have tea and scones. This year we celebrate Return of the
Light, the ancient festival of Imbolc, on the Friday nearest to St Bridget's Day. (Yep, in
Scotland the first lambs are being born in early February, and the daffodils are starting to
come up).
What: The Annual Scottish Island Concert
Who: presented by Sherry Ladig, Dunquin band and musical guests, and author Audrey
McClellan
When: Friday February 5th; concert at 7:30 pm (doors open a half hour before)
Where: Olivet Congregational Church Hall, 1850 Iglehart Ave in St Paul (1 blk west of
Fairview, 1 blk north of Marshall Ave)
How Much: $15 at the door (no advance reservations)
Tell your friends, put it on your calendars: come on out, and thumb your noses at winter!
The concert will be chockfull of Rollicking Reels, Joyous Jigs, Measured Marches and
Affecting Airs. A good time will be had by all, so see you there
Sherry, Audrey and the whole merry band

February 11 | Laura MacKenzie & Brian Miller
Laura and Brian performing together for the Celtic Music Showcase, hosted by Paul

Garding. 7:00  8:45 pm.
Thursday, February 11 at 7:00 PM
Underground Music Cafe, 1579 Hamline Ave N., St. Paul, MN

February 14 | Spend Valentine's Day with Ten Strings
And A Goat Skin
A bilingual trad/folk/fusion trio from Prince Edward Island Canada performs on Valentine's
day in Saint Paul at The Celtic Junction. Winners of the 2015 East Coast Music Association’s
award for World Music Recording of the Year, Ten Strings And A Goat Skin weave the music
of the Irish, Scottish, Acadian, Francophone and Maritime cultures and their original creations
with modern and world rhythms. Jesse Périard (guitar) and brothers Rowen Gallant (fiddle)
and Caleb Gallant (percussion) while just 19 and 20 years old, are already pushing
boundaries and reinvigorating traditional music. Their original material maintains solid
traditional elements but explores rich world flavours and textures. The results have been
described as intoxicating and refreshing. Touring extensively throughout Canada, Europe,
and the US, Ten Strings And A Goat Skin will be at The Celtic Junction located at 836 Prior
Ave North, Saint Paul, 55104 on Sunday, February 14. Music starts at 7pm. Tickets ($15
advanced, $20 at the door) are available at thecelticjunction.com or by calling 612874
8892. Student discount available.

February 16 | Heroes and Heroines
A concert of stories and music, with storyteller Kevin Strauss and musician Laura MacKenzie.
(venue  check www.lauramackenzie.com/schedule)
Tuesday, February 16 at 6:30 PM — 8:00 PM
Rochester, MN

March 4 | The Alan Kelly Gang kicks off American tour
in Saint Paul
Critically acclaimed Traditional Irish Music band from the west of Ireland and Scotland, The
Alan Kelly Gang kick off their nine city American tour in Saint Paul on March 4 at The Celtic
Junction. Fronted by Ireland’s piano accordion maestro, The Alan Kelly Gang features strong
dynamics, driving rhythms and buoyant harmonies. They propel their audiences through
the repertoire of the Celts, taking influence from regions including Ireland, Scotland, Brittany,
Galicia and oldtime America and seamlessly combine these with original compositions that
stem from a deep traditional sensitivity. Alan Kelly is joined by Steph Geremia on flute and
vocals, Ewan MacPherson on guitar and mandolin, and Kevin McGuire on double bass and
harmony vocals. Music starts at 8pm at The Celtic Junction, 836 Prior Ave North, Saint Paul,
55104. Tickets ($17 advanced, $20 at the door) available at thecelticjunction.com or by

calling 6128748892.

NEWS
St. Andrew's Society news
The 40th Annual St. Andrew's Society of Minnesota Burns Dinner was held on Saturday,
January 23, 2016 at the Ramada Inn Plymouth. The evening got started with a great toast
to the immortal memory of Robert Burns by Barry ZeVan. A delicious dinner followed. Then
Layton Traver and Nola Walter entertained everyone with their very funny toast to the
lassies and toast to the laddies. Neil Johnson followed with introductions of the newest fellows
of the Society of Antiquarians of Scotland  Debra CraneLance, Doug Childs and Jonathan
Palmer. Finally the crowd was entertained by a wonderful reading of the Robert W. Service
poem, The Ballad of How MacPherson Held the Floor, by Audrey McClellan. The room was
filled by 104 attendees at the dinner. It was a memorable and fun evening!
Don Bruce is the interim President of St. Andrew's following the resignation of Steve Kincaid,
who had been president since June 2015. Steve resigned due to health reasons, but it is

fortunately not a serious health concern. Our thanks to Steve for serving and stepping up
when the Society needed a new president. Don will serve as both President, and in his
previous office as 2nd Vice President for Membership, until June 2016 when an election will
be held for all offices except Treasurer. Members should please consider serving on the
Executive Committee as St. Andrew's is in need of some new faces and some new blood in
its leadership.
St Andrew's has no events scheduled for February or March but is looking forward to
sponsoring a Kirkin' of the Tartans as part of the Tartan Week activities that you will be
hearing much more about in the next several weeks.

Tartan Week 2016
The plans for Tartan Week 2016 are now set. The Minnesota Scottish American Center in
cooperation with individuals, businesses and service organizations is pleased to present
Minnesota Tartan Week 2016. Tartan Week will be a full week of events throughout and
surrounding Tartan Day, April 6th. This week long set of events will include some familiar
events and some that are brand new. If you would like to become a volunteer for the
events please contact the link below. To keep updated on additions and events please go to
http://www.minnesotascots.org
April 2 Saturday. A Scottish Ramble moves to Saturday April 2nd. It will start with a calling of
the Clans in Rice Park and then enter the Landmark Center, 75 West 5th Street, St. Paul,
MN. Performance schedule will be posted and includes some new events and performances
as well as the more familiar food, music and retailers. The calling of the Clans and the 2016
Lifetime Achievement Award will also be on the agenda.
April 3 Sunday. Kirkin’. 2:00 p.m. at the Episcopal Cathedral of St. Marks, 519 Oak Grove
St, Minneapolis. For additional information please contact the Minnesota St. Andrews
Society. www.standrewssocietyminnesota.org/
Pub sing. An all acapella fullon house party; it’s the way to experience a “Pubstyle Sing” at
Merlin’s Rest. Stop in at 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm, grab a pint and listen. Have a song to share?
Visit the online event page, read the group rules and join in.
https://www.facebook.com/events/1653903124899321/

April 4 Monday. “The Scottish Pub Sing”, 7PM at Merlin’s Rest, performance for Minnesota
Tartan Week. https://www.facebook.com/events/1653903124899321/
April 5 Tuesday. Minnesota Tartan Week Benefit. The Whisky Tasting at Merlin’s Rest, 3601
East Lake Street, Minneapolis, MN. This is a ticketed event and paid reservations are required.
The event will benefit Tartan Week and will be $40.00 per person. The seating is limited to
70. 7:00 p.m. Come early if you would like to order dinner. Flight: Auchentoshan 18yr,
Glenmorangie 18yr, Highland Park 18yr, Lagavulin 12yr Rare (Cask strength) BD
http://merlinsrest.com/whiskywhiskey/whiskytastings/
April 6 Wednesday. Tartan Day.
April 7 Thursday. Merlin’s Rest monthly Whisky Tasting. Time, flight and cost TBD.
http://merlinsrest.com/whiskywhiskey/whiskytastings/
April 8 Friday. Tartan Rocks! Celtic Rock Concert. Celtic Rock is Tartan woven into music.
Tempest • The Tim Malloys • The Langer’s Ball. 3 fusion bands, one amazing stage. Doors
open at 6:30. Band Bios and event details at http://music.3celts.com/tartanrocks
April 9 Saturday. Macalester College Pipe Band Spring Concert. Saturday evening, Macalester
College, event details TBA. http://www.macalester.edu/pipeband/
Discount Lodging. The Marriott West provides lodging for Minnesota Tartan Week. Call
952.544.4400 or book your room online from the Marriott West
link. http://www.minnesotascots.org/minnesotatartanweek.html

My Dear Son
A new book which touches on history of the Scottish migration to Minnesota has just been
published.
Letters from John McDougall (Weaver), Isle of Lismore, Scotland, to His Son, John, in
America
John McDougall, the last weaver on the Isle of Lismore in the West Highlands of Scotland,
was not wealthy but his life as superintendent of the small island's Sabbath school was far

from simple. As his eight children passed away or left Lismore for other parts of Scotland and
America to live more prosperous lives, McDougall began writing letters to his adult son, John,
who emigrated to Minnesota. The letters provide rare insight into the daily routine and
thoughts of a landless cottar who was an engaged and valued member of the Lismore
community.
The compilation includes images of McDougall's original handwritten letters from 1870 to
1888, related photographs and maps, a timeline of events, and family trees.
Available at Amazon and other retailers.
About the Author
Margaret A. Miller is the greatgreatgranddaughter of John McDougall, author of the letters.
She holds a Doctor of Management (DMan) in Organizational Change, a Master of
Engineering Management (MEM), and a Master of Science (MS) in Information Management.
She lives in Arlington, Virginia, USA.
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